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fires, a few at a time, in a kind of regular platoons;
they appeared to be discharged by means of pieces
of hollow cane, which, when swung sideways, pro-
duced fire and smoke like that occasioned by the
letting off of small arms. At this spot, which was a
little to the northwards of Cape Valschar, Captain
Cook found groves of cocoa-nut trees, together with
plantains and bread-fruit. The breeze from the
aromatic shrubs on shore is said to have been
charged with a fragrance resembling that of gum
benjamin.
In 1768 M. de Bougainville, the French circum-
navigator, with two vessels, unexpectedly fell in
with the mainland of New Guinea. He says: " Long
before dawn, a delicious odour informed us of the
vicinity of this land which formed a great gulf
open to the south-east. I have seldom seen a country
which presented so beautiful a prospect! a lowland,
divided into plains and groves, extended along the
seashore, and afterwards rose like an amphitheatre
up to the mountains, whose summits were lost in the
clouds. There were three ranges of mountains, and
the highest chain was distant about seventy-five
miles from the shore."
Captain Thomas Forrest, of the "Tartar*' galley,
belonging to the East India Company, visited, in
1774, the harbour of Dorey, situated in the north-
west extremity of New Guinea. He describes the
men as, "wearing their hair brushed out so much
round their heads, that its circumference was not
less than three feet. In this they stuck a comb, with
four or five long diverging teeth, with which they
now and then combed their frizzy locks in a direc-
80